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Fern loved Wilbur more than anything. She loved to stroke him, to feed him, to put him to bed. Every morning, as soon as she got up, she warmed his milk, tied his bib on, and held the bottle for him. Every afternoon, when the school bus stopped in front of her house, she jumped out and ran to the kitchen to fix another bottle for him. She fed him again at suppertime, and again just before going to bed. Mrs Arable gave him a feeding around noontime each day, when Fern was away in school. Wilbur loved his milk, and he was never happier than when Fern was warming up a bottle for him. He would stand and gaze up at her with adoring eyes. For the first few days of his life, Wilbur was allowed to live in a box near the stove in the kitchen. Then, when Mrs Arable complained, he was moved to a bigger box in the woodshed. At two weeks of age, he was moved outdoors. It was apple-blossom time, and the days were getting warmer. Mr Arable fixed a small yard specially for Wilbur under an apple tree, and gave him a large wooden box full of straw, with a doorway cut in it so he could walk in and out as he pleased. ‘Won't he be cold at night?’ asked Fern. ‘No,’ said her father. ‘You watch and see what he does.’ Carrying a bottle of milk, Fern sat down under the apple tree inside the yard. Wilbur ran to her and she held the bottle for him while he sucked. When he had finished the last drop, he grunted and walked sleepily into the box. Fern peered through the door. Wilbur was poking the straw with his snout. In a short time he had dug a tunnel in the straw. He crawled into the tunnel and disappeared from sight, completely covered with straw. Fern was enchanted. It relieved her mind to know that her baby would sleep covered up, and would stay warm.




Having read through the extract, please answer the following questions either on the document below or in your scrapbook. Remember to use the text to help you find your answers.
Summarise: 
What do you think is happening in this extract? 
Who are the central characters? 
Can you summarise what you’ve read in a couple of sentences? 

Character Focus: 
What do you think you know about Fern, her parents, the situation that has brought her and Wilbur together? 
What kind of person do you think she might be? How would you describe her? 
What kind of animal do you think Wilbur might be? How do you know? Did you think he was an animal at first? 
What does the way Fern treats him tell us about her feelings toward him? 

Connections: 
Think about how this extract makes you feel and what you like or dislike about it. Does it remind you of anything you know in stories or real life? How? 
Think about how it is written. Do any parts of the extract really stick in your mind? Which words and phrases do you like best? What do you like about them? Do they help you make a picture in your mind?
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