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ROWHILL SCHOOL MISSION STATEMENT 
 

Developing the responsible citizen for tomorrow by raising self-esteem and  
independence through education and care. 

 
Dear Parents, Carers, Governors, Friends and Pupils, 
 
Coming up to the coldest part of year there may be a need to close the school. This will only happen if we 
cannot ensure the health and safety of all staff and students. In the event of bad weather please check 
the school is open by: 
Going online to see if their school is closed at  www.kentclosures.co.uk 
You may want to sign up for the SMS or email alerts on www.kentclosures.co.uk. 
You can also hear about school closures by listening to KMFM, BBC Radio Kent and Heart FM. 
The new school website will be published in January and we should be able to add alerts on the front 
page also. 
On occasions taxi companies may also decide that the roads are too dangerous to bring students into 
school safely. In severe weather they should tell you if this is the case. 
Having been in post for the best part of the term I have enjoyed meeting new faces and getting to know 
how the school works. This newsletter highlights a great deal of the good work we do on a daily basis and 
this impacts positively in a number of ways, for example the majority of students really enjoy coming to 
school and this means they are motivated to learn and have access to a range of different options. At-
tendance is also a good indicator for enjoyment and overall we are over 92% across the school, which is 
great and we aim to improve this further. Obviously we have our challenges on a day to day basis as stu-
dents will struggle from time to time for various reasons but I have also been impressed with the level of 
solid and positive relationships with parents. This joint working makes the difference for students who are 
struggling, we hope to continue this trend with you. 
From my point of view there are always things to develop and improve and some of these changes will 
become obvious over the next 6 months. Firstly, we need to improve the ways we communicate with you 
and others and we are looking at ways to do this. Our first venture is to develop a new website which we 
hope you will find easy to use and give you access to information you need. I will let you know the launch 
date when it happens but we hope it will be in January. 
The school is always a popular choice for parents and at present we could fill the school twice over! How-
ever, we must preserve the great ethos we have and I donôt envisage expanding greatly but sometimes 
our pupil numbers will go over our planned numbers – which is currently 110. Our 6th form provision is ad-
ditional to this so this adds more pressure for space within the built environment. We have to continue to 
develop the buildings and the site so we can use the space we have. 
One of the óspace issuesô is the car parking and taxi collection, especially at the end of the school day. To 
keep things safe, we have to stagger the end of the school day. This means that some taxis leave at 2.50 
and then there is a steady transition through to 3.10 at least. Our official time is still 3 pm for parents to 
pick up but we realise parking at this time can be difficult. Please take care when parking up.  
All of these issues require time and money so we can only do what we can afford; obviously, all services 
are feeling the pinch at this time and we are no different. We hope you bear with us as we try to make 
changes dependent on what we can afford. 
Finally, we are coming up to the festive season and I would welcome you all to the various events as ad-
vertised in the newsletter. We will finish at 1pm on Wednesday 20th December and start back on Thurs-
day 4th January 2018. 
On behalf of all at Rowhill School we wish you a lovely Christmas and Happy New Year. 

 
Yours sincerely  
 
N. Rees-Davies 
Head Teacher 

http://www.kentclosures.co.uk
http://www.kentclosures.co.uk
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GUIDANCE FOR TAKING 
YOUR CHILD OUT OF 
SCHOOL DURING TERM 

TIME 
Parents no longer have 
the right to take their 
child out of school during 
term time.  By law you 
must ask  
permission for your child 
to miss school. If you do 
not, you risk being served 
with a penalty notice from 
the local authority. 
The Head Teacher does 
retain the right to author-
ise absence due to 
óexceptional circum-
stancesô.  If you wish to 
take your child out of 
school during term time 
please write to the Head 
Teacher in the first in-
stance detailing your rea-
sons for consideration, we 
will then send a form 
home for you to complete. 

 

 

MEDICAL FORMS AND  
MEDICATION 

 
If you have recently re-
ceived a medical form for 
your child please can you 
return it to Leah Callahan 
as soon as possible.  Also 
if your child has medica-
tion in school please en-
sure that we have a suffi-
cient supply to last the 

term. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

SHOULD PARENTS/CARERS WISH 
TO CONTACT THE GOVERNORS, 
THEY CAN BE REACHED ON : 

 
secretary@rowhill.kent.sch.uk 

 
 

SCHOOL DINNERS 
PLEASE NOTE THAT  SCHOOL 
DINNERS ARE Ã2.20 PER 
DAY Ã11.00 PER WEEK.  
THIS IS PAYABLE  

WEEKLY, MONTHLY OR BY 
EACH TERM AND NEEDS TO 

BE PAID IN  
ADVANCE OF THE MEALS  

BEING  TAKEN. 
 

If paying by Cheque please make 
cheques payable to  
KCC re: Rowhill School 

 
PLEASE CAN WE ASK, THAT IF 

YOUR CHILD WISHES TO CHANGE 
THEIR LUNCH OPTION, YOU LET 
THE SCHOOL OFFICE KNOW 
STRAIGHT AWAY SO THAT WE 
CAN INFORM THE COOK AND 
MAKE SURE ENOUGH FOOD IS 
ORDERED FOR THAT DAY 

MANY THANKS 
 
 
 

CONTACT DETAILS 
 

Please can you let the 
school office know of 
any changes you make 
to your contact details, 
including mobile phones 
and emergency details.   
We should not need to 
contact you often but 
when we do, we really 
do need to, so please 
make us aware of any 

changes.  
THANK YOU 

 
 

CHILD ABSENCE  
 

If your child is absent 
from school please can 
you inform the school 
on the first day of your 
childôs absence. 
Please can parent/
carers contact Cathy 
Webb, on 01474 705377 
extension 1, then 141 to 
explain the absence of 

your child. 
Should you wish to dis-
cuss any attendance is-
sues please speak to  
Cathy Webb. 

 
Can I please remind all 
parents/carers that 
Rowhill School is a no 
smoking site. Vapes and 
cigarettes are not per-
mitted to be used on the 
school site. Please can 
you ensure your child 
does not bring these into 

school. 
 

Kind regards 
Sarah Thompson 
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Wednesday 13th December 
Primary Nativity 
 
Friday 15th December Second-
ary Christmas show 
 
Tuesday 19th December -  
Rowhill Christmas Lunch 
 
Wednesday 20th Decemberð
End of Term  
 
 

Thank you 
Thank you to Frostôs Fencing in  

Meopham for donating Pallets for 
our outdoor curriculum projects and 
Forest School. 

ICT  

In ICT we are in the process of be-
ing accepted by BCS, the chartered 
institute for IT to deliver ECDL Ex-
tra.  An internationally recognised 
qualification that will help with col-
lege placement and employability.  
This is on top of the NCFE level one 
IT user skills.  At Rowhill we believe 
in the future and the future is IT. 

GOVERNORS NOTE 

The Governors of Rowhill School 
would like to wish all pupils and 
parents very best wishes for the 
festive season. The school has 
been working hard to ensure that 
all its pupils have enjoyed going 
to school and made progress 
since the new school year began 
in September. We would like to 
thank all the staff and pupils for 
their hard work and support for 
the school. 
 
The Governors have been work-
ing with the headteacher to re-
view the organisation of the 
school and will be taking an ac-
tive part in future plans.  This 
means we will be in school regu-
larly, taking part in training days, 
participating in learning walks to-
gether with senior staff and at-
tending Christmas events.   
 
We will be present at parent con-
sultation days and would wel-
come conversations with parents/
carers and pupils. 
 
I took office as Chair of the Gov-
erning Body in February this year 
and my first job was to lead the 
group of governors who selected 
our new headteacher, Neil Rees 
Davis. My background is in educa-
tion, teaching in mainstream sec-
ondary schools for many years, 
after a two year spell working in 
West Africa with Voluntary Ser-
vice Overseas. I ended my teach-
ing career by spending five years 
working in a Special School.  
Those years were amongst the 
most exciting and rewarding of 
my career.  
It is a privilege to lead the Gover-
nors who are working to support 
the school as it continues to im-
prove and build on the great pro-
gress initiated by Tim South.  
Seasons greetings to all, 
Steve Jefferys  
Chair, Rowhill Governing Body 

 
PSHCE 
Secondary pupils have 
taken part in the Dartford 
Youth Kent County Coun-
cil Elections. Voting took 
place between Monday 6 
November to Sunday 19 
November 2017. To find 
out more about the candi-
dates and the results go 
online: kent.gov.uk/kycc 
#getinvolved 

 
! ƭƻŎŀƭ ¸ƻǳǘƘ hũŜƴŘƛƴƎ 
hŶŎŜǊ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ 
ŀǧŜƴŘƛƴƎ wƻǿƘƛƭƭ 
{ŎƘƻƻƭ όǿƛǘƘƛƴ t{I/9 
ƭŜǎǎƻƴǎύ ǘƻ ǘŀƭƪ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǊƴπ
ŜǊǎ ŀōƻǳǘ IŀǘŜ /ǊƛƳŜΦ 
[ŜŀǊƴŜǊǎ ƘŀǾŜ ƭŜŀǊƴǘ 
ŀōƻǳǘ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǘ ƛǎΣ Ƙƻǿ ƛǘ 
ŀũŜŎǘǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 
ŎƻƴǎŜǉǳŜƴŎŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
ŎǊƛƳŜΦ  Lǘ Ƙŀǎ ŀƭǎƻ ƎƛǾŜƴ 
ƭŜŀǊƴŜǊǎ ŀƴ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ 
ǘƻ ǎŜŜƪ ŜȄǘǊŀ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƛŦ 
ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜŘ 
ŀƴȅ ƛǎǎǳŜǎΦ 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiZjM_ojs3XAhUJNhoKHSi7ABAQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.artisticdesignsbyrachel.com%2F2017%2F04%2Fimportant-dates-remember&psig=AOvVaw1tMh4wCYLepRh7bpYuSE9o&ust=151
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Monday 13th to 17th November was 
Anti-Bullying week. As a school we 
have raised awareness of bullying and 
taken part in the Kent Anti-Bullying 
survey. The survey is provided by Sa-
lus and they are a core member of the 
Anti-bullying Alliance. Each learner 
has been given the opportunity to pro-
vide information on their experiences 
of bullying. 
For more information visit: http://
salusgroup.org.uk/service/anti-bullying/ 
 
On Friday 17th November S9 organ-
ised and carried out a fundraising 
event for Children In Need. Many ac-
tivities were put on, which included: 
Non-school uniform, Pudsey head 
competition, Tombola, Cake sale, 
Face painting, Roller skating 
 
The whole school took part and we 
raised £207.32. Well done everyone! 

The winner of the Pudsey 

head competition is Tyler 

Dell. Congratulations! 

 

Last term was an eventful 
and extremely busy seven 
weeks and this term is prov-
ing to be equally as eventful. 
As ever the pupils involved 
themselves in a wide variety 
of activities. 
Key Stage 4 pupils continue 
to develop their skills on 
their vocational courses in-
cluding IMI motor mechan-
ics, construction, hair and 
beauty, Archway motorbike 
mechanics, fishing and land 
studies, work experience on a 
community farm and food 
technology. 
Mr Hemsley reports that in 

motor mechanics pupils have 

nearly completed restoration 

work on the Honda Gold-

wing and the E30 BMW and 

that a collaborative project 

between Mid Kent College 

and Rowhill pupils will start 

next term. In Construction 

Year 12 pupils have built, 

painted and felted a storage 

shed. Key stage 4 continue to 

work towards a Btec qualifi-

cation in construction which 

includes plumbing, plastering 

and brickwork. Year 10 and 

11 pupils have also excelled 

on the fishing and angling 

Btec course and Sam 

Weedon  deserves a special 

mention.   Sam was nominat-

ed by Warren White, his an-

gling coach, for the Fishing  

4 Schools Champions 

Award.  

This involved a reception at 

the House of Parliament where 

he received his award. Sam 

should be congratulated on this 

prestigious award and for all 

his hard work and commitment 

this year.  

Six other pupils have also re-
ceived impressive awards this 
term linked to the Duke of Ed-
inburgh Award Scheme: 
Kieron Sutton, Kian Haigh, 
Dwayne Baseby, Ryan Noon, 
David Carl and Jonathan 
Weedon have all achieved the 
Duke of Edinburgh Bronze 
Award.  
In other subjects Key Stage 4 
have continued working to-
wards GCSE and Step Up to 
GCSE in English, this term 
studying the terrifying Woman 
In Black and Touching the 
Void, while KS 3 pupils are 
currently studying A Christ-
mas Carol. Key stage 4 mathe-
maticians are working towards 
a functional skills qualifica-
tion.   
 
In Art pupils across the age 
groups have completed a vari-
ety of different projects includ-
ing: surrealism, portraits, crazy 
dolls and mechanics. Human 
biology has been the focus for 
Science this term. In IT a new 
coding project has been intro-
duced.  DT and Food Technol-
ogy as always are very popular 
with the pupils: in DT pupils 
have made tool boxes and in 
the food tech room I recently 
was lucky enough to taste S5ôs 
chicken curry which was ex-
cellent. 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwit1-XvoM_XAhVJORQKHUDnB9gQjRwIBw&url=http://www.walesonline.co.uk/news/local-news/we-not-tolerate-discrimination-housing-11600058&psig=AOvVaw1l_Wik2B3In3yNY0talM5E&us
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 The Performing Arts department have 
been filming Rowhillôs version of Mi-
chael Jacksonôs ñThrillerò, where pupils 
not only performed but, planned and 
choreographed the production. Key 
stage 4 pupils also went to see the musi-
cal ñGreaseò at the Orchard Theatre in 
Dartford. Currently Mrs OôConner and 
her team are preparing the Secondary 
Christmas production, which will take 
place on Friday 15th December. Cur-
rently a very popular activity for Friday 
Afternoon Activities is the film club, 
organised by Ollie and Mrs Dinan, 
where an enthusiastic bunch of film 
makers, write, act, film, edit and pro-
duce their own films. The Physical Edu-
cation Department have organised a 
wide variety of activities throughout  
Term 1 and 2 including: football tour-
naments, cycling courses and competi-
tions at the Cyclo Park, First Aid cours-
es, After school sports clubs, roller 
hockey coaching and cricket coaching 
from Kent County Cricket coaches. 
Over the last two weeks pupils have 
enjoyed the opportunity to visit the cin-
ema as part of a scheme organised by 
Into Film. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
S9 with assistance from Sarah 
and Leah organised a variety of 
different events for Children In 
Need and through the pupils gen-
erosity raised Ã209 for a very 
worthy charity. 
Overall I have been very pleased 

with the enthusiasm and commit-

ment of the pupils since Septem-

ber and I am sure, with contin-

ued dedication next term will be 

equally successful. 

Music Department 
 
It has been another busy term in 
the music department with per-
formances outside school, film-
ing and visits to the theatre. As 
part of their Silver Arts Award, 
(level 2) the year 11 performing 
arts group lead a project remak-
ing Michael Jackson's, 'Thriller', 
which involved 28 students from 
the secondary department. Year 
11 students were leaders in three 
different areas, dance (Chantelle 
and Madi), set and props (Simon 
and Jay) and drama (Dwayne, 
Kian and Callum), running audi-
tion workshops, rehearsals and 
supporting their groups through 
the filming process. The school 
watched the finished product on 
October 31st, Halloween, and 
everyone who watched the film 
agreed that they did an excellent 
job. Congratulations to all the 
students involved, and a special 
thank you to the three camera 
men, Ross, Kieran and Cameron 
who did an excellent job, giving 
me enough good quality film 
clips to edit. 

KS4 and KS5 performing arts 
students also had the opportunity 
to visit The Orchard Theatre this 
week to see a production of 
'Grease'. Many of the students 
had been a part of our remake of 
'Grease' in 2016, knew the songs 
and story and really enjoyed the 
production. 
 
 
The junior choir has also been 
busy with two performances in 
Ashford; on September 29th the 
group performed at the 
Ksent AGM, the Kent special 
school's cooperative, singing 
two songs in a joint choir with 
two other schools. The children 
sang really well, and their be-
haviour on the day was excel-
lent. Then this week, the same 
group performed at a much larg-
er event, the Kent Headteachers' 
Conference, this time in a much 
larger choir of 70 students from 
6 special schools. Even though 
there was a large audience, and 
it was a much bigger space, the 
children sang confidently again, 
and their behaviour was excel-
lent even though they had to 
wait for quite a while for the 
performance.  
 
 

 
Well done to all the children in-
volved, and thank you to parents 
for picking up late from school, 
and the staff team for enabling 
these performances to go ahead. 
 
Sarah O'C 
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Physical Education  
 
So far this year the Physical Education 
department has been quite busy. We 
have had in roller hockey and cycling 
for some of our KS3 groups and Kent 
Cricket have been in to lead some ses-
sions in table cricket as well as quick 
fire cricket ready for the KASS event in 
June 

 

Pupils have also taken part in the KASS 
Cycling event at the Gravesend cyclo-
park where the students took part in a 

time trial and skills event Φ 

 
Our pupils have also taken part in a 
number of Football events both the 
South London Special League (SLSL) 
and Kent Fa Disability League (results 
later).  Most recently the Primary/u12ôs 
won their matches and have been given 
some coaching sessions which will 
probably start after Christmas as a re-
ward. (watch this space!) 

 

 
 

 
 
 

PE Lessons 
 
We are currently half way through term two next term all of 
our KS3 pupils will be given the opportunity to go swimming 
at Cygnet leisure centre  
As a reminder for parents and pupils the following classes 
have their PE at the following times 
 
Primary 
 
Pythons - Thursday   
Sharks ï Tuesday 
Eagles ï Wednesday 
Scorpions ï Friday 
 
KS3 
 
S1 Monday and Wednesday  
S2 Monday and Friday 
S3 Wednesday and Friday 
S4 Monday, Wednesday and Thursday 
S5 Tuesday and Thursday 
S6 Tuesday and Thursday 
 
KS4 
 
S7 Monday 
S8, S9 and S10 Tuesday 
 

Some lessons take place indoors, some outdoors and other 
activities (e.g. Swimming) will take place offsite. Pupils will 
therefore need to have kit which is appropriate for the sports 
and weather conditions each term. 
It is important that pupils bring in kit so they can participate 
fully in all PE lessons. If pupils forget their kit they will be 
required to wear clothes that the school provides and still be 
expected to participate. If pupils forget their kit they will not 
be able to take advantage of the offsite activities.  
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To ensure pupils do not miss out on any of the vast range of sports on offer, or have to borrow kit, it is 
vitally important we support pupils by encouraging them to take responsibility  for remembering their 
own PE kit.  
Kit Requirements                                                              
Å Trainers  
Å Shorts or Tracksuit bottoms 
Å T-shirt/Sports top/Warm sweater 

 
 
 
 

 
Fixtures  

Football in Black other sports red  

Wednesday 31st January Under 16 MLD LLJFC 

Wednesday 7th February Under 14 MLD LLJFC 

      

HALF TERM - 12th-16th February   

Wednesday 21st February Primary / MLD Under 12's LLJFC 

Thursday 22nd February KASS Football 16 and U14 K Sports Aylsford 

Wednesday 28th February Under 16 MLD LLJFC 

Wednesday 7th March Under 14 MLD LLJFC 

Wednesday 14th March Primary / MLD Under 12's LLJFC 

Wednesday 28th March Cross Country Mote park 

EASTER - 2nd - 13th April 2018   

Wednesday 18th April Under 16 MLD LLJFC 

Thursday 19th April KASS Football 16 and U14 K Sports Aylsford 

Wednesday 2nd May Under 14 MLD LLJFC 

Thursday 10th May Primary / MLD Under 12's LLJFC 

Monday 21st May Inclusive red tennis Polo Farm Canterbury 

Thursday 24th May Schools Summer Festival 
(All ages) 

LMPF 

HALF TERM - 28th May - 1st June 18   

Wednesday 6th June Under 14 MLD LLJFC 

Friday 15th June KASS Cricket Kings Hill 

Wednesday 20th June Under 16 MLD LLJFC 

Thursday 21st June Primary / MLD Under 12's LLJFC 

Wednesday 27th June KASS Football Polo Farm Canterbury 
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Results 
Kent FA Disability League 

 

 

    Under 16 League 3   

Position School Pld L D W PTS 

1 Wyvern 2 4 0 1 3 11 

2 Rowhill 4 0 2 2 10 

3 Wyvern 1 4 1 1 2 9 

4 Blue Skies 4 3 0 1 6 

5 Oakley 4 4 0 0 4 

 
 
Primary pupils took a trip to Long Lane F.C. to take part in the special league 
tournament.  All pupils displayed excellent sportsmanship and teamwork 
which resulted in them winning all their matches and therefore came top of 
their league. 
  
Thanks  
Llara Thompson 

    U16 League 1   

Position School Pld L D W PTS 

1 Laleham Gap 4 0 0 4 12 

2 Rowhill 4 1 0 3 10 

3 ISP 4 2 1 1 7 

4 Orchard 4 2 1 1 7 

5 Grange Park 4 4 0 0 4 



2017 
 

TERM 1 
 

Monday 4th September 2017 ð Friday 20th October 2017  
 

CHILDREN TO RETURN: TUESDAY 5TH SEPTEMBER 2017 
MONDAY 4TH SEPTEMBER 2017 & FRIDAY 20TH OCTOBER 2017 TRAINING DAYS 

 
BREAK: Monday 23rd October 2017 ð Friday 27th October 2017 

 
  TERM 2 

 
Monday 30th October 2017 ð Wednesday 20th December 2017 

 
CHRISTMAS BREAK: Thursday 21st December 2017 ð Wednesday 3rd January 2018 

 
MONDAY 27TH NOVEMBER 2017 TRAINING DAY 

 

2018 
 

TERM 3 
 

Thursday 4th January 2018 ð Friday 9th February 2018 
 

BREAK: Monday 12th February 2018 ð Friday 16th February 2018 
 

MONDAY 22ND JANUARY 2018 TRAINING DAY 
 
 

TERM 4 
 

Monday 19th February 2018 ð Thursday 29th March 2018 
 

(Bank Holiday ð Friday 30th March 2018 & Monday 2nd April 2018) 
EASTER HOLS: Monday 2nd April 2018 ð Friday 13th April 2018  

 
 

TERM 5 
 

Monday 16th April 2018 ð Friday 25th May 2018 
 

Bank Holiday ð Monday 7th May 2018 & Monday 28th May 2018 
BREAK:  Monday 28th May 2018 ð Friday 1st June 2018 

 
TUESDAY 8TH MAY 2018 TRAINING DAY 

 
 

TERM 6 
 

Monday 4th June 2018 ð Tuesday 24th July 2018  
 

 
PLANNED TRAINING DAYS: 

 
 4th September 2017 
20th October 2017 
27th November 2017 
22nd January 2018 
8th May 2018 

 
PLEASE NOTE THAT CHILDREN DO NOT ATTEND SCHOOL ON PLANNED TRAINING DAYS 

 
 
 
 

 
ROWHILL SCHOOL 

ACADEMIC YEARñTERM DATES 
 

2017/2018 


